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CHIPMONTANA QUESTIONS? CALL 1-877-KidsNow

DDDDDental Cental Cental Cental Cental Cararararareeeee

and Eand Eand Eand Eand Eyyyyyeglaseglaseglaseglaseglassessessessesses

fffffor Cor Cor Cor Cor Childrhildrhildrhildrhildrenenenenen

with CHIPwith CHIPwith CHIPwith CHIPwith CHIP

CCCCCHHHHHIIIIIPPPPPMontana

Children’s Health Insurance Plan

What other services areWhat other services areWhat other services areWhat other services areWhat other services are

avavavavavailable frailable frailable frailable frailable from yom yom yom yom your CHIPour CHIPour CHIPour CHIPour CHIP

health insurance plan?health insurance plan?health insurance plan?health insurance plan?health insurance plan?

doctor visits, and well child checkups
checkups for sports and jobs
energency care and urgent care
shots (immunizations)
prenatal care and delivery
hospital care
prescription drugs
both dentists and medical providers can
provide fluoride varnish
lab and X-ray services
mental health services
substance abuse services
hearing exams

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Montana will send
you more information about these services. You
can contact BCBSMT at 1-800-447-7828
extension 8647.

CCCCCHHHHHIIIIIPPPPPMontana

Children’s Health Insurance Plan

PO Box 202951  Helena, MT 59620-2951
chip@mt.gov  www.chip.mt.gov

1-877-543-7669   Fax 1-877-418-4533

3,000 copies of this public document were published at an estimated cost
of $0.33 per copy, for a total cost of $980, which includes $980 for
printing and $0.00 for distribution.
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CHIPMONTANA QUESTIONS? CALL 1-877-KidsNow

WWWWWelcelcelcelcelcome tome tome tome tome to theo theo theo theo the

Montana CMontana CMontana CMontana CMontana Childrhildrhildrhildrhildren’en’en’en’en’sssss

Health InsurHealth InsurHealth InsurHealth InsurHealth Insuranananananccccceeeee

Plan (CHIP)Plan (CHIP)Plan (CHIP)Plan (CHIP)Plan (CHIP)

Dental care and eyeglasses
are paid for by the Depart-

ment of Public Health and
Human Services and

administered through Affiliated Computer
Services (ACS).

Your children will get most of their health
care through their CHIP Insurance Plan
that is paid for by the Department of Public
Health and Human Services and
administered by Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Montana (BCBSMT).

Children can getChildren can getChildren can getChildren can getChildren can get

CHIP benefits asCHIP benefits asCHIP benefits asCHIP benefits asCHIP benefits as

soon as they aresoon as they aresoon as they aresoon as they aresoon as they are

enrenrenrenrenrolled in CHIPolled in CHIPolled in CHIPolled in CHIPolled in CHIP.....

2

What if my child wantsWhat if my child wantsWhat if my child wantsWhat if my child wantsWhat if my child wants

ttttto ko ko ko ko keep the eeep the eeep the eeep the eeep the eyyyyyeglaseglaseglaseglaseglassssss

frame he or sheframe he or sheframe he or sheframe he or sheframe he or she

already has?already has?already has?already has?already has?

If the old frame is in good condition and the
lenses are a standard size, Walman Optical
will put the new lenses in the old frame and
CHIP will pay the bill. Check with your eye
examiner to make sure you can use the old
frames.

What happens if myWhat happens if myWhat happens if myWhat happens if myWhat happens if my

child loses or breakschild loses or breakschild loses or breakschild loses or breakschild loses or breaks

his or her glasses?his or her glasses?his or her glasses?his or her glasses?his or her glasses?

You can take eyeglasses in for repair and
may be charged a small fee.

If your child loses eyeglasses paid for by
CHIP, you will have to pay for new ones --
unless the glasses were more than 365 days
old.

CHIP does not pay for

contact lenses.

11

Read this booklet to findRead this booklet to findRead this booklet to findRead this booklet to findRead this booklet to find

out how to get dentalout how to get dentalout how to get dentalout how to get dentalout how to get dental

cccccararararare and ee and ee and ee and ee and eyyyyyeglaseglaseglaseglaseglasses fses fses fses fses fororororor

childrchildrchildrchildrchildren with CHIPen with CHIPen with CHIPen with CHIPen with CHIP.....
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CHIPMONTANA QUESTIONS? CALL 1-877-KidsNow

AbAbAbAbAbout Dout Dout Dout Dout Dentalentalentalentalental

CCCCCararararareeeee

Where can I take myWhere can I take myWhere can I take myWhere can I take myWhere can I take my

child for CHIP dentalchild for CHIP dentalchild for CHIP dentalchild for CHIP dentalchild for CHIP dental

care?care?care?care?care?

Your child must go to a CHIP dentist.

How can I find a CHIPHow can I find a CHIPHow can I find a CHIPHow can I find a CHIPHow can I find a CHIP

dentist?dentist?dentist?dentist?dentist?

You receive a statewide listing of CHIP
dentists when your child is enrolled in
CHIP.

You may call the Family Health Line to ask
for the names of CHIP dentists in your area.

Call 1-877-KidsNow (1-877-543-7669),
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. or
go to our website at www.chip.mt.gov and
click on the CHIP Family Resources tab for
a listing of CHIP dentists.

TTTTThe numbhe numbhe numbhe numbhe number of dentists iner of dentists iner of dentists iner of dentists iner of dentists in

Montana is limited.Montana is limited.Montana is limited.Montana is limited.Montana is limited.

Finding a dentist who takesFinding a dentist who takesFinding a dentist who takesFinding a dentist who takesFinding a dentist who takes

new patients can be difficultnew patients can be difficultnew patients can be difficultnew patients can be difficultnew patients can be difficult

in some communities.in some communities.in some communities.in some communities.in some communities.

3

Will CHIP pay for extraWill CHIP pay for extraWill CHIP pay for extraWill CHIP pay for extraWill CHIP pay for extra

eeeeeyyyyyeglaseglaseglaseglaseglass fs fs fs fs featureatureatureatureatures?es?es?es?es?

CHIP does not pay for extra features, such as
protective coatings and most tints. (CHIP will
pay for Rose 1 and Rose 2 tints.) A family may
choose to pay separately for extra features.

What if the child choosesWhat if the child choosesWhat if the child choosesWhat if the child choosesWhat if the child chooses

a frame that is not aa frame that is not aa frame that is not aa frame that is not aa frame that is not a

WWWWWalman Oalman Oalman Oalman Oalman Opticpticpticpticptical/CHIPal/CHIPal/CHIPal/CHIPal/CHIP

frame?frame?frame?frame?frame?

You will have to pay for the frame. Walman
Optical can put lenses in most frames, and
CHIP will only pay for the lenses.

Your child may get one

pair of CHIP eyeglasses

every 365 days.

Infants should be screened

for common eye problems

during their regular

pediatric appointments.

Growing children and

teenagers should have

their eyes examined

once a year starting at

age three.

10
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CHIPMONTANA QUESTIONS? CALL 1-877-KidsNow

WWWWWhat is the CHIP Bhat is the CHIP Bhat is the CHIP Bhat is the CHIP Bhat is the CHIP Basicasicasicasicasic

Dental Plan?Dental Plan?Dental Plan?Dental Plan?Dental Plan?

Each child has dental services valued up to
$412 per year. As a benefit to families,
CHIP dentists provide a 15% discount on
their services.

The benefit year begins
October 1. It is important to
note if a child leaves CHIP and

returns in mid-benefit year, dental
benefits resume within the same benefit year
limits. They do not begin anew.

Children receive a maximum of $412 in
services each benefit year: October 1
through September 30.

DDDDDo I pay the dentisto I pay the dentisto I pay the dentisto I pay the dentisto I pay the dentist

any money at all?any money at all?any money at all?any money at all?any money at all?

You pay nothing for covered services unless
your child goes past the $412 limit in a
benefit year.

Are there co-pay-Are there co-pay-Are there co-pay-Are there co-pay-Are there co-pay-

ments for CHIP dentalments for CHIP dentalments for CHIP dentalments for CHIP dentalments for CHIP dental

services up to theservices up to theservices up to theservices up to theservices up to the

$412 limit?$412 limit?$412 limit?$412 limit?$412 limit?

No.

Ask the dentist if yourAsk the dentist if yourAsk the dentist if yourAsk the dentist if yourAsk the dentist if your

child’child’child’child’child’s trs trs trs trs treatment iseatment iseatment iseatment iseatment is

cccccooooovvvvvererererered bed bed bed bed by CHIPy CHIPy CHIPy CHIPy CHIP.....

Ask how much it will cost.Ask how much it will cost.Ask how much it will cost.Ask how much it will cost.Ask how much it will cost.

4

What happens if theWhat happens if theWhat happens if theWhat happens if theWhat happens if the

ophthalmologist orophthalmologist orophthalmologist orophthalmologist orophthalmologist or

optometrist prescribesoptometrist prescribesoptometrist prescribesoptometrist prescribesoptometrist prescribes

eeeeeyyyyyeglaseglaseglaseglaseglasses fses fses fses fses for myor myor myor myor my

child?child?child?child?child?

The child will choose a frame from the
Walman selection, and then Walman
Optical will put lenses in it.

Each child may get one pair of eyeglasses
every 365 days.

There may be some exceptions, such as
when a child’s vision changes during the
year because of a medical condition.

How can I make sureHow can I make sureHow can I make sureHow can I make sureHow can I make sure

CHIP will pay forCHIP will pay forCHIP will pay forCHIP will pay forCHIP will pay for

my child’my child’my child’my child’my child’s es es es es eyyyyyeglaseglaseglaseglaseglassssss

frame and lenses?frame and lenses?frame and lenses?frame and lenses?frame and lenses?

Tell the person doing the exam you want
both the frame and lenses paid for by
CHIP.

The eye examiner will show you Walman
Optical/CHIP frames, and your child can
choose one. If the examiner does not have
any Walman Optical/CHIP frames, he or
she will send you to someone who does.

After the child chooses a frame, Walman
Optical will put the prescribed lenses in it.

9
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CHIPMONTANA QUESTIONS? CALL 1-877-KidsNow

AboutAboutAboutAboutAbout

EEEEEyyyyyeglaseglaseglaseglaseglassessessessesses

Where can my child getWhere can my child getWhere can my child getWhere can my child getWhere can my child get

an ean ean ean ean eyyyyye exam?e exam?e exam?e exam?e exam?

Children with CHIP can get eye exams from
any ophthalmologist or optometrist who works
with CHIP.

Ophthalmologists and optometrists specialize in
treating eyes and prescribing glasses.

To find an ophthalmologist or optometrist near
you, refer to the CHIP Provider Directory sent
to you by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Montana
or check their website at www.bcbsmt.com.
For some families, there is a $3 co-pay for the
eye exam.

EEEEEyyyyyeglaseglaseglaseglaseglassessessessesses

CHIP will only pay forCHIP will only pay forCHIP will only pay forCHIP will only pay forCHIP will only pay for

apprapprapprapprapprooooovvvvved fred fred fred fred frames --ames --ames --ames --ames --

knoknoknoknoknown as Wwn as Wwn as Wwn as Wwn as Walmanalmanalmanalmanalman

Optical/CHIP frames.Optical/CHIP frames.Optical/CHIP frames.Optical/CHIP frames.Optical/CHIP frames.

(W(W(W(W(Walman Oalman Oalman Oalman Oalman Opticpticpticpticptical is anal is anal is anal is anal is an

eyeglass company thateyeglass company thateyeglass company thateyeglass company thateyeglass company that

wwwwworks with CHIPorks with CHIPorks with CHIPorks with CHIPorks with CHIP.).).).).)

8

CCCCCan I savan I savan I savan I savan I save any dental billse any dental billse any dental billse any dental billse any dental bills

that come after the $412that come after the $412that come after the $412that come after the $412that come after the $412

limit and ask CHIP to paylimit and ask CHIP to paylimit and ask CHIP to paylimit and ask CHIP to paylimit and ask CHIP to pay

them during the nextthem during the nextthem during the nextthem during the nextthem during the next

bbbbbenefenefenefenefenefit yit yit yit yit year?ear?ear?ear?ear?

No. Bills cannot be carried over to the next
benefit year.

WWWWWhat if my child’hat if my child’hat if my child’hat if my child’hat if my child’sssss

dental care costs lessdental care costs lessdental care costs lessdental care costs lessdental care costs less

than $412 in the benefitthan $412 in the benefitthan $412 in the benefitthan $412 in the benefitthan $412 in the benefit

yyyyyear? Wear? Wear? Wear? Wear? Will CHIP add theill CHIP add theill CHIP add theill CHIP add theill CHIP add the

leflefleflefleftttttooooovvvvver moneer moneer moneer moneer money ty ty ty ty to theo theo theo theo the

nexnexnexnexnext bt bt bt bt benefenefenefenefenefit yit yit yit yit year?ear?ear?ear?ear?

No.

Are there any dentalAre there any dentalAre there any dentalAre there any dentalAre there any dental

serserserserservicvicvicvicvices not ces not ces not ces not ces not cooooovvvvvererererered bed bed bed bed byyyyy

CHIP?CHIP?CHIP?CHIP?CHIP?

Yes. Orthodontia services (braces) are not
covered. Some surgical treatments, such as
prosthetics, implants, suturing, and other
surgical services, are not covered by CHIP.

NOTE: Some dental surgery to repair the
mouth and gums (due to an accident or
congenital defect) may be covered through
CHIP’s medical insurance provided by Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Montana.

Contact BCBSMT at 1-800-447-7828,
extension 8647 for more information.
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CHIPMONTANA QUESTIONS? CALL 1-877-KidsNow

What if my child needsWhat if my child needsWhat if my child needsWhat if my child needsWhat if my child needs

more services thanmore services thanmore services thanmore services thanmore services than

what CHIP cwhat CHIP cwhat CHIP cwhat CHIP cwhat CHIP cooooovvvvvers?ers?ers?ers?ers?

The yearly limit on billed services is $412
and the dentist will expect you to pay for
services over the limit. However, some
children may be eligible for CHIP’s
Extended Dental Plan.

What is the CHIPWhat is the CHIPWhat is the CHIPWhat is the CHIPWhat is the CHIP

Extended Dental Plan?Extended Dental Plan?Extended Dental Plan?Extended Dental Plan?Extended Dental Plan?

The Extended Dental Plan (EDP) is a
limited program that provides dental
services beyond the Basic Plan.

How do I apply for theHow do I apply for theHow do I apply for theHow do I apply for theHow do I apply for the

Extended Dental Plan?Extended Dental Plan?Extended Dental Plan?Extended Dental Plan?Extended Dental Plan?

Your dentist must submit a request form to
CHIP, including a treatment plan and
estimated costs.

CHIP must approve the request before the
dental work begins and will notify your
dentist if your child is approved for EDP.

Is there a limit to theIs there a limit to theIs there a limit to theIs there a limit to theIs there a limit to the

Extended Dental Plan?Extended Dental Plan?Extended Dental Plan?Extended Dental Plan?Extended Dental Plan?

Yes. The maximum limit is $1,176 for each
child for the benefit year. As with the Basic
Plan, CHIP dentists provide a 15%
discount on their services.

All  services covered under the Basic Plan
are covered by the Extended Dental Plan.
Orthondontia services are not covered.

HINTS FORHINTS FORHINTS FORHINTS FORHINTS FOR

KEEPING YKEEPING YKEEPING YKEEPING YKEEPING YOUROUROUROUROUR

CHILDREN’SCHILDREN’SCHILDREN’SCHILDREN’SCHILDREN’S

TEETH STRONGTEETH STRONGTEETH STRONGTEETH STRONGTEETH STRONG

Your child’s first dental visit

should occur after the first

tooth erupts but no later

than their first birthday.

Make sure your child brushes

after each meal, or at least

two times a day.

Teach your child to use dental

floss to clean between teeth.

Flossing every day helps keep

teeth and gums healthy.

Feed your child healthy food,

including lots of whole grains,

milk, fruits, and vegetables.

Growing children need snacks

during the day. Try to avoid

sugary snacks such as candy,

cookies, and soda pop.

Take your child to the dentist

for a checkup twice a year. The

dentist can spot little

problems before they become

big ones.

Ask your dentist about how

sealants, topical flouride and

flouride varnish can prevent

tooth decay.
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